
Foreword - 

On behalf of the Board of Management, we welcome you and your child/children to St. Cronan’s National 

School.  As members of the wider school community, the Board of Management values the principle of 

partnership in education and wishes to facilitate active participation of all of our community in the ongoing 

development of our school.  In this way we aim to cater to the best of our ability for the needs of our 

children in the modern world. 

Education is an integral part of the day-to-day development of children which contributes to their 

personal, social, cultural and economic fulfilment in the future. We aim to provide quality learning 

experiences for your child that are engaging, enriching and enjoyable through a broad, balanced and 

relevant curriculum 

 

We look forward to working in partnership with you over the coming years. 

Margaret Barton- Chairperson                                                John Downey - Principal 

Mission Statement and Ethos 
St. Cronan’s National School is a co-educational school under the patronage of the Catholic Bishop of 
Clonfert. 
While St. Cronan’s is a school with a Catholic ethos, it also gives due recognition to children of all other 
religious beliefs and none.  
Our Enrolment Policy(Policy may be viewed on school website or hard copy available from office) is based 
on the principles of  

 Inclusiveness incl. ethnicity, special educational needs, disability, language/accent, gender, traveller 
status, asylum-seeker/refugee status, religious/political beliefs and values, family or social 
circumstances. 

 Equality of access and participation in the school 

 Parental choice in relation to enrolment 

Our school is part of the local church community and has strong links with the parish, including 

sacramental preparation. 

In our school community, we aspire to promote a nurturing inclusive environment where each child is 

encouraged and motivated personally, academically, socially, physically and spiritually to become a 

responsible, happy individual. 

We work in partnership with parents and the community to empower students to live in and contribute to 

a rapidly changing society and to act as responsible, independent children and later, self-sufficient adults 

who care about others and their environment. 

 
We strive to promote the professional and personal development of teachers through staff development 
programmes. 
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1. History and Foundations 

St. Cronan’s National School was founded in 1886 in what is now the local community hall. The present 

school building dates from 1971. Major renovations were carried out in 1998 and again in 2002 when a 

prefabricated office and resource classroom were added to the school. 

A major extension to the school including access corridor, two classrooms, resource classroom, general 

purpose hall and changing room was completed in 2006. 
 

 

2.The Board of Management 

The Board of Management has legal responsibility for the overall running of the school.  It serves a term of 

four years and the current board was formed in February 2016. The members are: Margaret Barton -, Fr 

Michael Kennedy (Patron’s Nominees), Tríona Smith, Conor Larkin (Parents’ Nominees), Jacinta Kelly -, Jim 

Kelly (Community Nominees),  Claire Larkin(Staff Nominee)  and John Downey (School Principal). 

Positions Held: Margaret Barton – Chairperson,  John Downey – Secretary,  Jacinta Kelly - Treasurer 

 

3. Staff  2019/2020 

Principal: John Downey  – 2nd,3rd  Classes 

Deputy Principal: Claire Larkin - Special Education  Teacher 

Class Teacher : Judy Byrne –Junior/Senior Infants/1st Class 

Class Teacher : Paul Brennan 4th, 5th 6th Classes 

 

The above are the current class divisions but these may vary from year to year depending on numbers. 

 

 

Special Needs Assistant – Mary Kiely 

 

School Secretary – Jackie Duffy 

 

Maintenance – Dolores Killeen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. Junior Infants - Starting School 

Starting school will be the first big change in the life of your child. Up to this he/she has felt 

safe and secure with you in the home and family but now he/she is facing the wider world of classroom 

and school. This may seem a big step for someone so small but most children  

manage it without any great fuss or stress. 

It is important too, particularly during the first year to understand what the aims of 

the curriculum are, and not expect too much in the way of academic achievement. 

We know from experience that parents are very anxious to help in any way possible. We have, therefore, 

included some ideas for the home, which should stimulate the children’s interest and nurture the desire 

for knowledge. 

 

Getting Ready for Learning 
Children are natural learners. They have an inbuilt curiosity and an eagerness to know more about 

everything – about themselves, about others and about the world around them. They learn fast – but only 

when they are ready and their interest is aroused. 

 

Because they come to us so young, we must guard against putting pressure on them to learn what they are 

not yet ready for.  

Demanding too much too soon can have a negative impact on a child’s learning. At the sametime, we must 

cultivate readiness so that each child can reach his/her own potential. 

 

The rates of progress of children can vary greatly. We try to give each child an opportunity to move ahead 

at his/her own pace in so far as we possibly can. 

 

The first year in school therefore, is mainly about settling in, relating to others, making friends, feeling 

happy and gradually getting used to the routine of the school. 

On the learning side the emphasis is on: 

 Developing oral language and ability to express oneself. 

 Sharpening senses, especially seeing, hearing and touching. 

 Developing physical co-ordination especially of hands and fingers. 

 Extending concentration span and promoting attentive listening. 

 Learning through play – the most enjoyable and effective way. 

 Co-operating with the teacher and with other children. 

 Performing tasks by him/herself. 

 Working and sharing with others. 

 Getting each child to accept the general order, which is necessary for the class to work well. 
 

Before Your Child Starts… 
 

A child who is physically, emotionally and socially independent will feel secure and confident at school and 

will readily embrace life in the classroom. 

You can help by encouraging your child to: 

 Button and unbutton his/her coat and hang it up. 

 Use the toilet without help. This should include flushing and hand washing. 

 Share toys and playthings with others and ‘take turns’. 

 Tidy up and put playthings away. 



5. The Curriculum 
The Primary Curriculum, from Junior Infants to sixth class, contains 11subjects which are grouped together 

in seven areas. 

Languages Irish 
English 

Mathematics Mathematics 

Social, environmental and scientific education History 
Geography 
Science 

Arts Education Visual Arts 
Music  
Drama 

Physical Education P.E. 

Social, personal and health education SPHE 

Religious Education Religion*  

 

*Curriculum for religious education is the responsibility of the church 

6. Some Important Areas of Early Learning 
 

Oral Language Development 

It is important that a child’s ability to talk is as advanced as possible. It is through speech  

that children communicate their thoughts and feelings, needs and desires, curiosity and  

wonder. 

 

You Can Help … 

Talk to your child naturally and casually about things of interest that you may be doing at 

home, in the shop, in the car, etc. Remember that all the time children are absorbing the 

language they hear around them. It takes them a while to make it their own and use it to 

express their needs. 

 

Try to make time to listen when your child wants to tell you something that is important to him/her. 

 

Introduce a child gently to Why? How? When? Where? If? etc. Asking questions demands 

more advanced language structures. 

 

First Steps in Reading 
 

Ability to read is the foundation for all future learning. However, learning to read is a  

gradual process and much preparatory work must be completed before a child is introduced to a first 

reader. 

We very deliberately do not rush or push children into reading. We get them ready for it over an extended 

period. Reading is meant to be enjoyable. It should never start as a chore for the small child. 

 

 

 



How can you help? 

 Have attractive colourful books in the home. 

 Read a variety of stories from time to time. Children will begin to associate these wonderful tales 
with books and reading. 

 Children have their own particular favourite stories that they never tire of hearing.  
Repeat them over and over again and gradually get your child to tell you the story. 

 Look at the pictures and talk about what they say. 

 Read nursery rhymes. 

 Sing the alphabet song with your child, so that he/ she has at least heard of the letters.  
If he /she knows what each one looks like, all the better. 
 
 
 

 
Understanding Maths 

Maths for the small child has nothing to do with “sums”, figures, tables or adding and  

subtracting. These will all come much later. Maths is really part of the language a child  

uses in understanding and talking about certain things in his/her daily experience e.g. 

 Colours – black, white, red, green, etc. 

 Prepositions (telling position), over/under, before/after, inside/outside etc. 

 Matching/Sorting–objects of the same size/colour/texture/shape etc. 

 Patterns 

 Odd One Out – difference in size/colour etc. 

 Number (0 – 5) 
 

Some children grasp these concepts very quickly. For others it takes a long 

time. Be patient. Mathematical understanding cannot be forced on a child. 

 

 

 

But You Can Help… 
 

In the course of your ordinary daily routine in the home, in the shop, in the neighbourhood  

you could try to use suitable opportunities to casually introduce the maths vocabulary  

referred to above, e.g. How many cakes? The glass is full/empty. We turn left at the  

lights, etc. 

Children associate certain numbers with particular things – two hands, four wheels, 

five fingers etc. 

Counting – one, two, three, four, etc. 

Setting the table 

Drawing attention to shapes in the home and the environment. 

 

The child’s understanding of Maths is best developed by handling, investigating and using 

real objects. This has been his/her natural method of learning since babyhood. 

 



 
 
Gaeilge 

All children enjoy learning another language besides their own spoken one. They have no  

difficulty in picking it up because it fascinates them as another code of communication. 

Young children are free of any hang-ups about Irish unless they become aware that the  

home attitude towards it is not good. So please be careful that anything you say does 

not give a negative attitude to your child. 

 

Please help the ‘small ones’ in their efforts to acquire Irish. If they learn new words in  

school encourage them to use these at home. Use little Irish phrases or words now and  

again. Children are delighted to find out that their parents understand their new code as  

well. 

 
Getting Ready For Writing 

 

Making letters on paper is not easy for small children. They must learn to hold the pencil 

properly and make regular shapes. Their hand and finger muscles are only gradually  

developing at this stage.  They must develop the ability to get hand and eye working together (hand-eye 

coordination). This is very important. 

 

 

You Can Help … 

Encourage your child to manipulate toys like: 

 Jigsaws, Lego, beads to thread etc.      

 Plasticine  (Marla) to make his/her own shapes. 

 A colouring book and thick crayons.  

 Sheets of paper that he/she can cut up with a safe scissors. 
 

When your child begins to use a pencil make sure that he/she holds it correctly from the  

beginning. It is difficult to change bad habits. Special pencils are available for early users. 

Pencils are provided in school for school use. 

 
Children who begin to show left hand dominance should be allowed to hold the  
crayon / pencil in the left hand. 
 
 
7. Other Areas of the Curriculum 
The child in junior infants learns much through many other activities, which take place at 

school. Their general development is enhanced through Visual Art, P.E., Music, Drama, 

S.P.H.E., Science and, of course, through Religious Education. 

                                                                                     
                                                                                             



 

8. Social Skills/SPHE 

Social skills are very important. Central to the school ethos is the belief that everybody  

will thrive in an atmosphere of courtesy, respect and understanding. Our goal is to foster  

the development of interpersonal and mixing skills and to encourage the use of good  

manners such as “please/thank you” throughout the school day. 

It is important to encourage your child to mix with many new friends at school, rather than 

being dependent on one friend only. Teachers move the children to different places 

regularly to encourage the development of a wide circle of friends. 

SPHE – Social, Personal and Health Education is part of the National Curriculum. 

The aims are: 

 To promote the personal development and well being of the child. 

 To foster in the child a sense of care and respect for himself/herself and others. 

 To promote the health of every child and provide a foundation for healthy living in 
all its aspects. 

 To enable the child to make informed decisions and choices about the social,  
personal and health dimensions of life. 

 To develop in the child a sense of social responsibility, a commitment to active 
and participative citizenship and an appreciation of the democratic way of life. 

 To enable the child to respect human and cultural diversity and to appreciate and understand the 
interdependent nature of the world. 

 

As children progress through the SPHE programme, they will encounter a wide range of issues appropriate 

to their age grouping. These will include substance misuse, relationships, sexuality, child abuse prevention, 

prejudice and discrimination. 

Aspects of the following programmes are used to enhance the teaching of SPHE: 

 Stay Safe. This is a personal safety skills programme for primary schools. It teaches children to 
recognise, resist and report risk or abuse situations.  

 Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE).  Outside professionals deliver aspects of the RSE 

programme to 5th/6th Class students in the form of workshops. Parents are given details of the 

material covered in these workshops at an information talk in advance. 

 Grow in Love. This is the religion programme used in the school 

 Walk Tall. The Walk Tall programme endeavours to give children the confidence, skills and 
knowledge to make healthy choices and avoid experimentation with drugs/alcohol etc. 
* Note: Stay Safe Programme and Relationships & Sexuality Programme are programmes which the 
school is obliged to deliver under Dept. of Education & Skills rules. You can familiarise yourself with 
the content of these programmes at www.staysafe.ie and    www.sphenetwork.ie/resources/

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from these programmes if they so wish. 
 

9. Religious Education – We encourage all children to partake in the Alive O Religious Programme. 

However, if you do not wish your child to participate please contact the class 

teacher.  

 

Preparation for First Penance & First Eucharist takes place in Second Class and 

Confirmation in Fifth/Sixth Class. 

 

 

http://www.staysafe.ie/
http://www.sphenetwork.ie/resources/


 

10.Computers 

 

While IT is not a curriculum subject, computers can be a helpful resource to pupils and teachers alike.  As 

there is access to the Internet on the school computers, children are only allowed to use 

them in the classroom. Interactive whiteboards have been installed in all classrooms.   

 

 

 

 

11. School Uniform 

The school uniform consists of a navy jumper, white shirt/polo shirt. Parents may use their own discretion 

re trousers, skirt etc. but should be practical in their choice as the children will not only be wearing them in 

class but also out at play when the yard or grass may be wet. Children change their shoes 

when they come indoors. Black canvas shoes are the most suitable shoes for indoor use. 

 

 

Please label all your child’s belongings, i.e. uniform, coats, tracksuits, school bags, lunch 

boxes, drink bottles, etc. 

 
                                                         
 
 
 
ROUTINES AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
12. School Calendar  
This is sent out at the beginning of the school year. Most school closings follow the standardised school 
calendar issued by the Department of Education. There are usually one or two reserve holidays which the 
school holds to cover for emergency closures if the need arises throughout the year. These days are not 
included in the calendar at the beginning of the year but are taken during the last term. You will be notified 
in advance of these closures.                     
 
13. School Opening/Closing Times 
1. School starts at 9:20am. School will open to receive students at 9.10. On arrival at 

the school all students should enter through the main door.  

2. There is a ten minute break at 11.00am. 

3. Lunch break is from 12:30pm to 1:00pm. 

4. School closes at 2.00pm for Junior and Senior Infants and at 3.00pm for all other classes. 

NB: Junior Infants go home at 12.30 for the first two weeks of September 

For insurance reasons in Primary Schools the Board of Management does not accept responsibility for 

pupils who arrive before the school opens  9.10 a.m. or for children who remain on the school grounds after 

official closing time. 

Therefore, in the interest of safety, parents are asked to note that supervision is not provided outside the 

official opening and closing times. 

 

 

 



14. Books/Book Rental Scheme               

Books  

The school purchase all the textbooks, workbooks, copies etc. that the students need 
for the year. Each class booklist (issued at the beginning of September) details these 
books. Other requirements such as pens, pencils, dictionaries etc. can be  purchased before the school 
reopens in September.      
You will receive a price-list of books used together with details of other charges for photocopying, formal 
testing, and art materials.  
We endeavour to keep our booklist prices to a minimum for all of our students as we are mindful of the 

present difficult economic climate. If you are experiencing financial hardship contact the school. The 

matter will be dealt with in the strictest confidence. 

Book Rental Scheme 
The school operates a book rental scheme for the benefit of pupils and their families. .   Each rented book 

is stamped and numbered for the school records.     These books must be covered and well cared for.   

Parents must make restitution for any rented book which is lost or damaged. The staff keep an inventory of 

teaching materials, of teaching aids and of books in the rental scheme. 

15. Attendance 

The Education Welfare Act requires children to be in school every day unless there is a reasonable 

explanation for not attending. The school authorities are obliged to notify the Education Welfare Officer 

when a child is absent over 20 days. Where a child is absent from school, the parent is required to notify 

the Class Teacher of the reason for the child’s absence. 

Situations do arise when a child appears well in the morning and then gets sick during the day. 

Parents/guardians will be contacted. Please ensure that your child’s teacher has up-to-date phone 

numbers for parents and emergency contacts. These numbers can be written in the homework journal, 

allowing you to be contacted immediately if your child is sick. 

 Leaving School Early 

The teacher should be notified in advance if possible, should a child need to be collected early.   

16. Home/School Communication 

Good communication is very useful in developing and nurturing co-operation between home and school. 

Newsletters/forms are distributed in school and going forward much of this material will be sent via email.  

In our school, communication between parents and teachers may take one of the following forms:  

Individual consultation: Ask for a meeting with a teacher if something is concerning you or you need 

information. A note to the class teacher or telephone call requesting such an appointment is always 

essential, so that a mutually suitable time can be arranged. It is also a good idea that you state the purpose 

of the visit so that teacher may undertake whatever preparation is necessary with regard to information 

and records.  

The school telephone number is 057 9151834. Office Hours 9.30 -12.30 Monday to Friday 

Appointment with Principal: Parents can make arrangements by letter/phone call  

Formal Parent / Teacher meetings: These are generally held during the first term.  

An introductory meeting is held in the summer term of each year with parents and pupils of the following 

year’s Junior Infant class.  

Notes in the pupil’s homework notebook: These are valuable where a child needs homework monitored or 

has discipline problems. Please sign all notes sent home so teachers know that parents have seen them.  

School reports are issued each June 



 

17.Healthy Food Policy 

 We have a healthy food policy in St. Cronan’s.  Children are not allowed to bring 

fizzy drinks, crisps, sweets or chocolate to school.  Instead we would ask you to 

make healthy food choices.  Please give your child only small amounts of food 

which he/she can easily manage.  Recommended snacks might include a sandwich, 

bread roll, crackers.  A piece of fruit (pre-peeled or prepared if necessary) is also a good choice.  Children 

should have a small bottle of water or juice available to them every day (plastic & recyclable). All leftover 

lunch, wrappers etc. should be brought home in lunch box. 

 

18.Homework 
Reasons for Homework 
To consolidate what has been done at school. 
To promote independent learning and self-discipline. 
To keep parents in touch with what the child is doing in school. 
To facilitate completion of work done in class. 
 
Suggested times for Homework: 
Infants  10minutes approx.  Very little emphasis on formal homework  
in Junior Infants usually finishing off pictures, practising their words, reading already done 
in class. 
 
First / Second 20 -30 minutes approx        
 
Third / Fourth 30-45 minutes approx 
 
Fifth / Sixth  1-1 ½  hoursapprox 
 
Parents can help: 
By helping the child to choose a suitable time 
By providing a suitable workplace which is free from the distraction of radio and television 
By displaying an interest in the child's work 
By signing the written homework when completed satisfactorily and examining oral work 
By encouraging neatness and tidiness 
By contacting the class teacher or Principal should homework be causing stress or worry 
By writing a note in the child's homework notebook if homework cannot be completed. 
 

 

19. ASSESSMENT 
 
 
 
Informal Assessment is the most used type of assessment in the school.  This is 
where the teacher builds up a picture of each pupil and their strengths and weaknesses through daily 
observation of how the child copes with the tasks set for him / her. It includes observations on the child's 
social behaviour and progress as well as their academic progress. 
 
Formal Assessment is where the teacher uses various tests to check the progress of the pupils on 
particular areas of the curriculum.   
 



 Class Tests designed by the teacher.  These tests are used frequently to monitor whether or not 
the child is progressing satisfactorily in all subjects of the curriculum. 

 

 Standardised Tests: These are tests that are written by experts outside of the school.  They give a 
picture of how any child is progressing relative to all the children of that age in the country.  We 
administer these tests once every year to all pupils from first to sixth class. 

           The tests used are Micra T English Test, Sigma T Maths Test. 

 Screening Tests At Infant Class level two screening tests are carried out to help detect any 
difficulties at that stage. They are BIAP Belfield Infant Assessment Profile for Junior Infants and The 
MIST Middle Infant Screening Test for senior Infants 

 Diagnostic Tests: These tests are administered by the teachers in charge of Special Educational 
Needs. They are used to identify specific educational problems e.g dyslexia,  

 
The use of Test Results 
In this school, test results are used in three main ways.  Firstly, to record the child's progress through the 
year and from year to year; secondly, to identify children in need of special help; thirdly, test results 
combined with the teacher's observations form the basis of our reports to parents concerning the child's 
progress at school. 
Reporting of Results of Assessments to Parents 
Test results are discussed with parents at Parent/Teacher meetings.  Also, at the end of each year parents 
get a written report on their child.  One copy of this report is kept in the school so that each teacher who 
teaches your child will be familiar with their progress record.  Also, if your child should transfer to another 
school their report cards are forwarded to their new teacher. 
 
 
 
 

20.Special Educational Needs 

We have a Special Education Teacher who works closely with the class teachers to identify and cater for 

children with special needs. 

Children are assessed formally at an early stage so that any difficulty with reading, maths or oral language 

development will be identified.  

As part of our early intervention programme the SET teacher works with the Junior Classroom teacher in 

the classroom and can also withdraw groups from the classroom for various activities. 

   Support for children in other classes can also take the form of either in class support or withdrawal for 

group or individual work.  Most children make good progress at this stage. 

Psychological Assessment 

If a child is making poor academic progress and the help given by support teachers does not solve the 

problem, the Educational Psychological Service may be invited to assess some children.   Parents are 

involved at all stages and are invited to meet the Psychologist at an appointed time. 

Early intervention is essential so that difficulties are identified and help given at an early stage.  

Integration with mainstream classes will be planned according to each individual child’s needs and may 

depend on the presence of a Special Needs Assistant. 



 Exemption from the study of Irish - Exemptions from the study of the Irish language are granted in line 

with Department of Education & Science policy. 

 

Exemptions are granted to pupils who come to live in Ireland after their 11th birthday and/or present with 

learning difficulties. 

Occasionally a psychologist and/or other relevant professional may request an exemption from the study 

of the Irish language on behalf of a pupil who meet the criteria set out by the Department of Education and 

Skills and who is failing to attain adequate levels in basic language skills in English. Pupils who have been 

granted an exemption remain in the class during the Irish lesson so that they may have an opportunity to 

gain knowledge of spoken Irish and to participate in the learning activities. 

 

 

21.Extra-Curricular Activities – 

 Speech and Drama Classes for one term per year with Mr Jared Madden 

A concert is held at the end of the term. 

 Swimming – a course of six week swimming lessons in Birr Swimming Pool each year for 1st to 6th 

classes 

 G.A.A. Coaching sessions. 

School participates in Cumann na mBunscoil hurling, football and camogie competitions. 

 Spike Ball Competitions – senior classes 

 Choir –Classes come together to rehearse and perform at various religious ceremonies throughout 

the year. 

 Interschool Quizzes such as the annual Credit Union Quiz 

 Carol Service – school combine with Parish Choir for an evening of songs/carols, readings, prayers 

and drama. 

 Cookery -Pupils from 4th to 6th class have lessons in baking etc. usually before the Annual Harvest 

Cake Sale or other special occasions in the school calendar. 

 Grandparents Day. A special day which usually coincides with Catholic School’s Week. Mass is 

celebrated and teas and some school baking are served afterwards. Open to all but grandparents 

are special guests.  

 Green Schools Programme – The school has been awarded 5 green flags to date: 

 Waste Management & Recycling 

 Energy Conservation & Management 

 Water Conservation and Management 

 Travel 

 Bio Diversity 

 Global Citizenship.  

 Food Dudes Programme: Children are encouraged to taste a range of fruit and vegetables over a six 

week period to promote a healthy lifestyle. 

 Sports Day – emphasis on participation and fun. 

 Art Day – Children work in teams to create some theme-based artwork using a variety of materials 

 School Tours/Outings: All classes have an annual school tour during the month of June. This is 

usually an educational/activity day. 

Other trips may be organised on occasion to places of interest which are relevant to various 

curriculum subjects. 



B 

 

22. Insurance at School 

The staff and management of the school are always vigilant in matters relating to safety.   All children are 

covered by a public liability insurance policy in the event of negligence by the school authority. 

However, to make a claim against this, you must prove that the school authority has been negligent and is 

to blame for injuries sustained.   Most school-related injuries occur as a result of an accident where there is 

no negligence on the part of the school authority.   We advise all parents to include their children in our 

Personal Accident Insurance Scheme where, for €6/€9 per child per annum, legitimate medical expenses 

arising as a result of a school related accident may be claimed without question of negligence or blame.   

Parents who have claimed against this policy in the past have been spared the expense and bother of legal 

procedures. (Details available from office in September). 

 

23.Health/Medical Information 

 It is important that the school is aware of any medical condition that may affect a pupil during the 
school day 

 Parents are asked to fill in the relevant space in the Enrolment Form.  

 The school should be notified if medical conditions develop during the student’s time in St. 
Cronan’s N.S.  

 In the case of a pupil becoming ill at school, parents/ guardians will be contacted.   

 Parents’ will be notified if their child has any fall involving a bang on the head.   

 Every student should have Emergency Contact Details and the school should be advised of any 

changes to these contact details. 

 

Infection in School 

  If a child has an infectious disease the school should be informed immediately, especially in the 

case of an illness which may affect other pupils.   

 The student should be kept away from school until he/ she is clear of infection and their GP has 

confirmed that the pupil is fit to return to school.   

  If head lice are discovered the school should be informed immediately and appropriate action 

taken. A student should not return to school until the infection has been treated. 

 

 

First Aid 

From time to time minor incidents such as cuts and abrasions etc. will occur.  

The staff at the school will deal with these by cleaning the affected area and if necessary applying a plaster.  

Parents are expected to check under the plaster when the pupil returns home from school.  

 

 

 



Administration of Medicines 

Under normal circumstances* no oral medicine or tablets will be administered by the staff.  If a student is 

ill enough to require medicine while in school, they should be kept at home until the treatment is 

completed.   

Pupils are not permitted to keep medication in their own possession e.g. paracetamol.   

Children who have Asthma and need to use Inhalers should be able to self-administer under adult 

supervision in so far as this is possible.  You need to make the class teacher aware of the condition. 

 

*Children with long term illness requiring administration of medicine within school hours e.g. diabetes, 

severe allergies. 

In the event of a pupil requiring taking medicines while in the care of the school parents should write to 

the Board of Management requesting permission for the administration of medicine during the school day,  

Emergency Procedure 

 Where a child has a fall/ cut which is considered serious, an ambulance will be called. 

 Where a child has a fall/ cut which requires medical attention, and where it is safe to move the 

child, the parents/ guardians/emergency contact persons will be contacted.   

24. Child Custody – Where parents of a particular child live in separate accommodation, it is in that child’s 

best interest that the class teacher be informed of the family circumstances. Such situations are dealt with 

sensitively and compassionately and ultimately our primary concern is for the well being of the child. 

We would request that the school be provided with both sets of contact numbers if the child spends time 

in both homes. 

The school should be provided with a copy of any court order or legal custody agreement. 

The class teacher should be made aware of collection arrangements and of any changes to the usual 

routine. 

Separate parent teacher meetings can be arranged and information regarding school activities, meetings 

etc. can be forwarded to both parents if requested.  

 
25. Child Protection Policy 

In accordance with the requirements of the Children First Act 2015, Children First: National Guidance for 

the Protection and Welfare of Children 2017, the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary 

Schools 2017 and Tusla Guidance on the preparation of Child Safeguarding Statements, the Board of 

Management of St. Cronan’s National School has prepared a Child Safeguarding Statement and carried out 

a risk assessment in relation to child protection. 

This policy addresses the responsibilities of the school in the followings areas:- 
Prevention – curriculum provision 

  Procedures -  procedures for dealing with concerns / disclosures 
Practice - best practice in child protection  

 
The DLP Designated Liaison Person is Mr John Downey. 

The Deputy DLP is Mrs Claire Larkin. 

A copy of the above is available on the school website or hardcopy available from office. 



 26.Code of Behaviour/Antibullying Policy 

Our Code of Behaviour applies to all pupils enrolled in our school and to their parents/guardians. It states 
the standards of behaviour we expect from the children at all times while they are at school in St. Cronan’s 
N.S. It states our school rules and it provides practical guidance for teachers, parents, pupils and other 
relevant persons on how we ensure a respectful, orderly and happy atmosphere in our school. A copy of 
the code can be viewed on our website and also available in hardcopy from the office on request. Parents/ 
Guardians enrolling their child in the school agree that their child will abide by the Code of Behaviour and 
agreeing to support their child and the school in the implementation of the code. Parents / guardians also 
are expected to abide by the Code of Behaviour in their dealings with all members of the school 
community. 

 Anti- Bullying Policy St. Cronan’s Anti- Bullying Policy lies within the framework of the Schools Code of 
Behaviour. The Board of Management in cooperation with parents, staff and children of the school has 
revised its anti- bullying policy in line with the requirements of the “Anti Bullying Procedures for Primary 
and Post Primary Schools” which were published by the department of Education and Skills in September 
2013. Our Anti Bullying Policy is based on the theme of Respect - Respect Myself/ Respect Others/ Respect 
our School and is available to view on our school website www.lusmaghns.org and also available in 
hardcopy from the office on request. 

 

SCHOOL RULES 
School rules are kept to a minimum and are devised with regard for the health, safety and welfare of all 
members of the school community.  
 

1. School starts at 9.20 a.m. and I should be on time. 
2. If I miss time from school I should bring a written note to my teacher. 
3. I should have the copies, pencils and books that I need and I should do my homework every 

night. 
4. I must wear the school uniform every day. 
5. I should leave the classroom neat and tidy at home time. 
6. I should include other pupils in games and activities. 
7. I should stay in the part of the yard that is designated for my class. 
8. I should not play roughly or in a way that might hurt or injure anyone. 
9. I should not go back into the classroom at breaks. 
10. In school I should do as the teachers ask without wasting time because the teachers are in 

charge. 
11. I should try to help the other pupils in my class and share my talents with them. 

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL 
Parents are reminded that the school does not accept responsibility for pupils on school property, outside 
of school hours, except where pupils are engaged in an extra-curricular activity which is organised by the 
school and approved by the Board of Management.  

Pupils involved in such activities are expected to behave in accordance with school behaviour policy during 
these times. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lusmaghns.org/


27. Complaints Procedure 

 

Over the course of your child’s education there may be times when you may question your child’s progress 

or something that is being taught or the manner in which it is taught. Similarly, you may have concerns 

about your child’s ability to mix and get on with his/her peers. 

Should you at any time have a concern/problem/complaint you should take the following steps. 

1. Discuss the matter with the class teacher. 

2. If the matter is not resolved then discuss with the principal. 

3. If you still have a concern/problem/complaint you should raise the matter, informally, with the 

Chairperson of the Board of Management. 

4. If the complaint is still unresolved, you should lodge the complaint, in writing, with the Chairperson of 

the Board of Management. 

28. Vetting – It is now National policy to Garda vet personnel who teach/support/coach/counsel/care 

for/have contact with children in the school environment. 

29.Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) 

Special Needs Assistants (SNA) are recruited specifically to meet the care needs of pupils with diagnosed 

low incidence disability. The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for the 

provision of SNA services for schools.  SNAs are assigned to the school rather than to individual SEN pupils 

and any one SNA may work with a number of children.   

30. Withdrawal from class Children are withdrawn from class for various reasons such as: 

 Attending support classes. 

 Assisting with out of class learning tasks such as art projects, decoration of corridors, school hall 
etc. 

 Partaking in drama, music, art, workshops etc. 

 Preparing for school events. 

 Working on a particular project or topic with their class teacher or a support teacher. 

 Taking a test which must be administered on a one to one basis. 

 Taking a test for which a child was absent. 
 

Parental permission is sought in advance where the withdrawal is regular and sustained. We do not seek 

written permission for occasional withdrawal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



32.Some Dos and Donts 

 Birthday parties: - If your child is having a birthday party and inviting children from the class, 

it would be preferable if the distribution of invitations could be done outside school, as 

children who are not on the guest list can feel upset and isolated. 

 

 Mobile phones, electronic games and toys in general should be kept at home. It is 

impossible to guarantee their safety in a busy classroom or out in the playground. It can be 

very distressing if they are broken or go missing.  

Note: in line with our Child Protection Policy children are not allowed to bring mobile phones 

or other electronic media devices to school. 

 

 Don’t drop off or collect your child/children in the Clearway Box outside the front gate. For 

safety purposes we would ask that this area be kept clear at all times. 

 

 Always check your child’s homework journal/bag for notes from school. 

If sending money to school please put it in an envelope with your child’s name,  

amount and purpose of the money enclosed written on the outside. 

 

 Check that your child’s schoolbag occasionally to ensure that they are only carrying the 

books etc. that they need.  

 

 

 

 

If at any time you have any queries etc. please ring Jackie our school secretary on 

057 9151834 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9.30-12.30 

 

 

 
 
 


